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characteristic to which I give special value, viz. the conscious
inner life, He mentions, it is true, that the introverted
woman is "contemplative," but he does not pursue the
matter further, His description, however, seems to me a
confirmation of my comments upon the manner of his
observation; in the main it is the outward demeanour
constellated by feeling, and the manifestations of passions
which strike him; he does not probe into the nature of
the conscious life of this type. Hence he never mentions
that the inner life plays an altogether decisive r61e in the
introvert's conscious psychology. Why, for example, does
the introverted woman read so attentively ? Because above
everything she loves to understand and comprehend ideas.
Why is she restful and soothing? Because she usually
keeps her feelings to herself, living them inwardly, instead
of unloading them upon others. Her unconventional
morality is based upon deep reflection and convincing
.inner feelings. The charm of her calm and intelligent
character depends not merely upon a peaceful attitude,
but derives from the fact that one can talk with her
reasonably and coherently, and because she is able to
estimate the value of her companion's argument. She
does not interrupt him with impulsive demonstrations,
but accompanies his meaning with her thoughts and feel-
ings, which none the less remain steadfast, never yielding
to opposing arguments.
This compact and well-developed ordering of conscious
psychic contents is a stout defence against a chaotic and
passionate emotional life, of which the introvert is very
often aware, at least in its personal aspect; she fears it
because it is present to her. She meditates about herself:
she is therefore outwardly equable and can recognize and
appreciate another, without loading him with either blame
or approbation, But because her emotional life would
devastate these good qualities, she as far as possible rejects